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Dear South Whidbey Families,

We are well into the fall festivities! Leaves are falling and what a beautiful autumn it is. On Friday, October
27th, the South Whidbey School District gathered together in Unity on a beautiful day at South Whidbey
Park. It was incredible to see the 1400 students, staff, family and community members unite for a single
purpose: to take a stand for inclusivity and bully prevention. It warmed my heart to hear the students sing
What the World Needs Now is Love led by our new K-6 Music Teacher, Kerry Sjoblom. A huge thank you to
Matt Simms, Brooke Burley and Josh Cravy who captured the day on film. You can view their folder of
photos linked here. If you would like additional Spirit Shirts for you or your child, you can order those on the
form linked here.

Unity Day was merely one step that the District is taking to make sure every child feels safe and included.
The first step was teaching the staff about Building Equity at our August Back To School meeting. We
continued this training with staff development in October on Equity and providing students with a Mindful
Minute and Speaking Up at School. The staff training will continue throughout the year.

For students, staff and families we have a new page on our website dedicated to Harassment, Intimidation
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and Bully Prevention linked here. Parents, staff, students and community members are gathering
independently as Spark Initiative to support our efforts to make South Whidbey a safe and inclusive district. I
look forward to the steps they take over the coming year. For now, if you or your students become aware or
are part of an unsafe situation, we ask that you report the issue on our Safe Schools site linked here. This
site is available on our website on multiple pages. You may report a situation anonymously or provide your
information and request feedback of the steps taken to address the situation. Please look at the site and
teach your student how to use it if they need to.

We are hoping for a quiet, mild winter but planning for the "just in case." If there happens to be a school
closure or late start due to inclement weather, we will be sending out an early morning ROBO call
throughout the district. We set up ROBO SMS messages too. If you "Opted In" to receiving text messages,
the notifications will come to you by phone, email and text message too. Please utilize our website for all
your school news and updates. Don't hesitate to contact us with your questions.

Enjoy the holidays and upcoming breaks!
Sincerely,

Jo Moccia

Order Additional Spirit Shirts Here

Upcoming Events
November 1: Early Release

November 6: SWHS Music in Motion Fall Cornucopia (7:00pm)

SWES Kindergarten Reading Night (6:00pm)

November 7:Grades K-4 and SWA K-6 Veteran's Day Assembly

(1:30-2:30pm)

November 8: 2nd Grade Reading Night (6:00pm);

Spark Initiative Meeting at SWCC (2:40pm)

https://sw-wa.safeschoolsalert.com/access#new_ticket&ticket_options[product_id]=fe21ada7-cc36-4867-a7e3-91b7ea7399f8&ticket_options[max_attachments]=0&ticket_options[simple]=true
http://www.sw.wednet.edu/domain/341
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdumSGMsfGOmdm6beqLUxTPsqixj14-yGp6ezFcqivMx0xGMQ/viewform


November 9-12 & 17-19: SWHS Drama Club The Boy Friend

November 10: Veteran's Day (NO SCHOOL)

November 13-17: Grades K-6 Book Fair in Library; Falcon Winter Sports Tryouts

November 15: School Board Meeting (6:30pm); SWES 1st Grade Reading Night (6:00pm)

November 16: Grades K-6 Harvest Feast (flyer linked here);

Falcon Winter Sports PAC Meeting (6:00pm) 

November 17: Grades 5-8 We Scare Hunger Food Drive Ends (started October 30th)

November 20, 21,22: Grades K-8 Conference Week (No School for grades K-8)

November 22: Grades 9-12 Early Release

November 23 & 24: Thanksgiving Break (NO SCHOOL)

November 28: Spark Initiative Meeting at SWCC (6:00pm)

November 29: 3rd Grade Reading Night (6:00pm)

December 2: Band Grades 9-12 Holiday Festivities in Langley (10:30am-3:30pm)

December 6: Early Release

December 12: Band Grades 5-12 Winter Concert (7:00pm)

December 13: School Board Meeting; Spark Initiative Meeting at SWCC (2:40pm)

December 19: Spark Initiative at SWCC (6:00pm)

December 23- January 7: Winter Break (NO SCHOOL)

January 8: Return to School

January 10: School Board Workshop (6:30pm); Spark Initiative Meeting at SWCC (2:40pm)

January 15: Martin Luther King Jr. Day (NO SCHOOL)

January 17: Spark Initiative Meeting at SWCC (2:40pm)

January 24: School Board Meeting (6:30pm); Spark Initiative Meeting at SWCC (2:40pm)

January 25 & 26: Early Release

January 27: Jazz Band UW Fest

January 29: End of Semester (NO SCHOOL)

January 30: Spark Initiative at SWCC (6:00pm)

Check the District Web Calendar (linked) for Updates & New Events

SWSD Family Handbook Linked Here

South Whidbey Grades K-4

You are cordially invited to our Veterans Day Assembly
on Tuesday Nov. 7th at 1:30 in honor of Veterans and those currently
serving in the military. If you are bringing a guest please contact
Katharine Pfeiffer at kpfeiffer@sw.wednet.edu so we can honor them
during the assembly.

Our annual Harvest Feast will be on Thursday November 16th at
your child's regular lunchtime. Our cafeteria and school farm will

https://www.sw.wednet.edu/cms/lib/WA01001164/Centricity/Domain/220/Harvest Feast invitation 2017-18.pdf
https://www.sw.wednet.edu/cms/lib/WA01001164/Centricity/Domain/220/Harvest Feast invitation 2017-18.pdf
https://www.sw.wednet.edu/sw/calendar
https://www.sw.wednet.edu/cms/lib/WA01001164/Centricity/Domain/516/swsd handbook.pdf
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again partner to bring an amazing array of meal options from turkey
and gravy to food prepared by our students from the school
garden. Please join us for our harvest feast and enjoy an extra
special meal with us.

Don't forget to sign up for Artsonia to view and share your child's art
work from school. Permission slip is linked here.

The elementary school continues to work on our Positive Behavior
Intervention and Support (PBIS) system this year and our work
during the last month on preventing bullying and creating more unity
in our school community has complemented our program. This year
the students have been doing an amazing job of creating a
community of respectful, responsible, safe and kind learners.

This year we have continued with our partnership with Ruby the
dog. Ruby visits the school several days a week so students can read
to her. The program has been a great addition to our reading
intervention program. It's a great way to engage students in reading,
especially reluctant readers. If you have a pet at home you might try
having your student read to it.

Want to get more involved with your child's reading education? We
have several parent nights where you can come and enjoy dinner
while learning of reading strategies you can use with your children at
home. In November we are holding reading nights for second grade
on Wednesday Nov. 8th, first grade on Wednesday Nov. 15th and
third grade on Wednesday Nov. 29th. All of the reading nights will
begin at 6:00 and end at 7:30. Childcare for school age children will
be provided. If you have questions or would like to sign up please
contact one of our reading specialists: Susan Ritzner
at sritzner@sw.wednet.edu or Heather
Dubendorf hdubendorf@sw.wednet.edu

Thank you to all of the volunteers that helped create an exciting and
festive afternoon on Halloween. Students thoroughly enjoyed the
class activities as well as our annual parade to show off their
costumes.  

Please check out our daily podcast by SWES students recorded and
linked here. SWES Website Linked Here

South Whidbey Grades 5-8

http://files.constantcontact.com/2f801c34301/ec7c3ff2-ee7c-4f6f-9261-9b4f48abbad8.docx
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Grades 5-8 families,
Students are two months into the new school year and it is
reassuring to watch them navigate from class to class with a
fair amount of ease. We are continually working to promote
healthy relationships between peers. We encourage the use of
positive words, respect for personal space, and how to
contribute to a positive school climate. I encourage parents to
have dialogue with their students regarding the use of social
media at home and how words on a screen have possible
powerful impact on their peers. Research has shown that
human empathy is not as strong when typing words onto a
screen. When we can't see the individual's emotional
response, people find it easier to type harsh statements
towards others. Parents, you know that your student's
generation is linked to social media for communication. Please
discuss with them what appropriate use of social media looks
like and how it can be used to be a positive venue to build each
other up instead of tear peers down.
 The Fall Harvest gathering was successful for the 5/6
students. Over one hundred students and parents came to the
fall harvest party put on by our PTA organization. Students
enjoyed the games, music, and memories were made.
Look for Veteran's Day Assembly information in emails this
month.
GeoBee is beginning for 7/8 students who are interested. For
more information, see Mrs. Donnelly upstairs in the HS.
We are looking for an individual to oversee the yearbook for 5-
8 middle school this year. If interested, please contact James
Swanson at South Campus.
 The staff appreciates you letting us be a part of your student's
lives. You will be given progress reports this month at the end
of the first quarter. If you have questions, please contact the
respective school and teacher. Thank you for your trust in our
work with the young people of this amazing community.
Please check out our daily bulletin which is posted on our
website and linked here.
SWMS Website Linked Here

https://www.sw.wednet.edu/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1322
https://www.sw.wednet.edu/Domain/165


South Whidbey Grades 9-12

Homecoming 2017 was a major success!  A week of student
activities, hall decorations and dress up days was capped by a great
Homecoming Dance with three hundred students attending.  Thank
you Sophomore class for organizing this great event!

The 2017 Homecoming Court included seniors: Hank Papritz, Lewis
Pope, Andrew Baesler, Larsen Christensen, Aengus Dubendorf, Ari
Rohan, Caroline Burns, Mikayla Hezel, Allison Lynch, Bellarae
Northrup, Ellanora Anastasia and Bailey Todd. 

Friday Night of Homecoming, the SWHS Football Team defeated
Concrete 27-17 for the first Homecoming win in five years. Also announced during halftime
was Homecoming King Lewis Pope and Queen Caroline Burns. Congratulations to all!

Falcon Sports has had an epic turn around fall sports season. The Football team ended up with a 7 and 2
records as they continue to rebuild the program with great experiences. The Volleyball teams continued to
be one of the most successful programs in the Cascade Conference. They finished third in the league. On
Saturday, November 4th, they will be playing for States. Come support your Falcon Volleyball team at
Kings High School at 11am. If they win, they will play again at 1pm. The second win will send them to
States. The Girls Soccer team also had a great turnaround season. They will play on Saturday, November
4th, at Sultan High School against Meridian to go to States. The girls Cross Country Team and two of our
boys are in Pasco, Washington now to run in the State meet. The girls’ team qualified for States with a
District 1 fourth place finish. Two of our boys qualified as individuals. The Boys’ Tennis team had another
successful year in the tough Emerald City League. We have a doubles team that qualified for States that will
meet in the Spring.

Winter Sports (Boys and Girls Basketball and Wrestling) turnout starts on November 13th. Get your
packets turned in. The Winter Sports Pac Meeting will be on November 16th at 6:00pm in the SWHS New
Commons.

The South Whidbey High School Drama Club is busily working on a new production, The Boyfriend.
Showtimes will be November 9-12 and 17 & 19.

After a successful Homecoming week, the Leadership students have been hard at work in their
independent and group service learning projects. High school students have been actively engaging in
community service activities in the hopes of bringing the South Whidbey community even closer together.
Projects include: Pennies for Puerto Rico with the elementary school, work with the Homeless Coalition,
adaptive P.E. classes with Luke Hodson and the Special Education Department, video projects for the new
community center, environmentally based projects - including beginning work with the Outdoor
Classroom, an exciting fundraiser with WAIF, and many more. 



WAIF Fundraiser: Have some old, gently worn shoes hiding in the back of your closet? Please consider
dropping them off at the High School! Leadership will be working closely with WAIF to collect gently worn
shoes for a fundraiser that benefits not only WAIF, but also individuals in underdeveloped countries that
have a desperate need for shoes. WAIF's goal is to collect at 100 bags of 25 shoes each. There is no doubt
that with the help of the community, and the dedication and drive of leadership students, this goal can be
easily accomplished. Donation boxes will be set up in the SWHS main office. For more information please
email: bbrandt@sw.wednet.edu

Please check out our SWHS weekly bulletin which is linked here and provides the daily schedule, news
and ASB and sports updates.

SWHS Website Linked Here

South Whidbey Academy

Please check out our website
South Whidbey Academy Website Link

SWSD School Bus Drivers Make Learning Happen 
for the South Whidbey School District!

Here are your 2017-18 bus drivers:

Bear - Wendy Busch
Cheetah - Teri Teeter
Cougar - Jim Davis
Falcon - Bonnie Nixon
Frog - Substitute Junus Darugna
Giraffe - Woody Woodard
Hummingbird - Nan Gildersleeve
Lion - Jeremie Canty
Monkey - Carmen Schulz
Orca - Ken Barstow
Turtle - Annette Banks
ECEAP Driver - Wendy Busch

mailto:bbrandt@sw.wednet.edu
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Substitutes - David Campbell, Sue Harris, Ken Beaver,
Linda Proctor

SWSD Dispatcher and Driver Trainer is Linda Proctor
Head Mechanic - Todd Brager
Assistant Mechanic - Woody Woodard

Transportation Supervisor is Pierre Rajotte

Please contact the Transportation Department directly at
(360)221-5209.

Please visit our website here!

Waiting for the Bus? Walking to School?
Help other road users to see you. Wear or carry something light-
colored, bright or fluorescent in poor daylight conditions. When it is
dark, use reflective materials (e.g. armbands, sashes, waistcoats,
jackets, footwear), which can be seen by drivers using headlights up
to three times as far away as non-reflective materials.

Effective Wednesday, November 1st, there will be a major time
change for the 5-12 Afternoon Frog Route. 

 
Effective Wednesday, November 1st, grades 5-12 who ride the Frog

bus to Ken's Korner (e.g. for Armstrong's Taekwondo) or Midvale will
now ride the Turtle Bus.

South Whidbey School Bands

The South Whidbey Schools Band Program had a very successful
fundraiser recently which supported the middle school band
program. This much anticipated fundraiser raised $2000. The night
began at the Creepy carnival in the New Commons with kids in
costume who participated in carnival games and savor yummy
treats. Afterwards, everyone headed to the auditorium to hear some
spooky tunes from our wonderful 6th-12th grade bands. These
talented musicians have been working hard leading up to this event
under the direction of our amazing band director, Chris Harshman. 
Thank you to everyone who made it out to support the kids

The South Whidbey Schools Performing Arts Boosters would like to thank our generous
community for once more supporting the high school band program by purchasing some
of their holiday decorations from a music student! 

This year's poinsettia fundraiser has brought in over $7,000.00 to help support youth
involvement in the high school music program. If you didn't get the chance to order some

http://www.sw.wednet.edu/domain/38


of these beautiful plants, they will also be available for sale during the all-school holiday
concert, at the high school auditorium, the evening of December 12.

To further decorate your home for the holidays, join the parade festivities in downtown
Langley, on Saturday, December 2, 10:30-3:30, where SWHS band students will be
performing some holiday tunes behind Blue Sound Music. Enjoy our wonderful
homegrown talent and support them by buying a wreath you and your family can
customize at the "decorations bar", while sipping hot beverages and munching on home
baked treats! 

If you can't make the event, you can still purchase a beautiful noble fir wreath for
$25.00. Just contact us at swsperformingartsboosters@gmail.com and we'll set one aside
for you! All proceeds go to benefit the students of the high school band program.

South Whidbey School Board

The South Whidbey School Board thanks Director
Fred O'Neal for stepping up and serving in 2017. In
September, we welcomed our new student school
board member, Erin Brewer. She provided a
comprehensive report of the school perspective at
the October meeting.
We will have only one meeting in November and
one in December due to the holidays and breaks.
The Board will be attending the WSSDA Board
Conference in Bellevue from November 16-19,
2017.

Please check online for updated School Board
meeting agenda and minutes.

Welcome to SWSD New Employees

Krysta Hymas - SWHS Para
Carol LaFayette - SWHS - Assistant Cook

The South Whidbey
Community Center is coming

together. We have artists,
athletics, historians, bakers,

mentors and soon Big
Brothers and Big Sisters

renting from the district. All will
be contributing activities and
talents for the community to
enjoy. We are providing a

The Ready for Rain Program is
currently underway. If your kids
need rain coats and boots this
season and finances are too tight,
we can help. Please contact the
Family Resource Center at
(360)221-6808 ext 4321.

As the holidays quickly approach our thoughts turn
to families in need.  The number of families living
on Whidbey Island who lack the financial resources
to participate in the joy of giving is
troubling.  Holiday House helps children and their
families know that they are not forgotten. 

The generosity of individuals, churches, service
clubs, and businesses allow us to stock Holiday
House with popular gifts. Our ability to purchase

mailto:swsperformingartsboosters@gmail.com
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meeting space for classes
and groups to meet on an
hourly basis. We welcome
any volunteers who want to
be a part of this community

asset. Please email Gail
Lavassar for more information
at glavassar@sw.wednet.edu.

gifts that match the wishes of children allows
parents the opportunity to select and wrap gifts they
know their kids will enjoy opening on Christmas
morning. If you would like to learn more about HH,
please call 360-221-6808 x 4321 or you can make
donations to PO Box 280 Langley Wa 98260.

Thanks to parent volunteers,
staff and help from the 5/6 ASB.
SWEPTA's Fall Harvest Party
was a huge success. Over half
of the 5th and 6th graders from
South Whidbey Middle School
and SWA attended and had a
blast playing games, snacking and dancing with their
peers! 6th grader Nolan Pearson won the costume
contest with his HOMEMADE Tiki costume!!! The
cheers where so loud voting for him, that his mom
came in from the parking lot to see if everything was
okay.  

We look forward to hosting more Friday Fun Night
events for the 5th and 6th graders in the future.
SWEPTA will have a Holiday Market on December 5th.
Check the Peachjar website link for updated flyers.

It's never to late to join your PTA! South Whidbey
Elementary, Middle School and SWA families are
invited to join SWEPTA, South Whidbey's K-6
PTA. You can get a form in the front office, or online
at https://www.pt-avenue.com/join/
The first meeting is November 2nd at 6pm in the
SWES Art Room. More information is linked here.

South Whidbey 7-12 PTSA’s next
two meeting dates are November
14th and December 12th at
6:30pm in the Old Commons.
Get ready to chase some elves!
The Elf Chase is Sunday,
December 3rd at 9am. Please
register early to receive an Elf
Chase t-shirt. Elf Chase
registration forms linked here.
Sponsorship and registration
forms are available at the high
school and on our
website: www.swhsptsa@weebly
.com.
Remember when shopping this
holiday season to shop at Amazon
Smile and a percentage of your
payment goes to SWHS PTSA!

South Whidbey School Gardens
Volunteers Welcome! Come to our School Farm
and join in the fun! Interactive lessons at the farm
and in culinary arts classes. Enthusiastic students,
cheerful farmers and gourmet cooks will welcome
you. The School Farm teaches classes Monday
through Friday. Your help will keep us growing and
eating. Contact us by email at
schoolgardenswhidbey@gmail.com

The 7th annual Taste Washington Day took place

School Lunch Menus are available online linked
here or on our Chartwells App.

You can make lunch payments by dropping off a
check at your school office or online linked here.

K-6 Harvest Feast is on November 16th. Please let

mailto:glavassar@sw.wednet.edu
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at 60 school districts statewide on Oct. 4th and
over the past few weeks! At least 470,000
students ate seasonal, Washington grown
lunches and learned more about local food and
farms through their district’s participation in Taste
Washington Day. It was a great way celebrate and
kick off National Farm to School Month.   South
Whidbey School District served Washington apples,
and carrots, salad greens, cucumber, and tomato
salad from the S. Whidbey School Farms, who
hosted a farm fresh tasting in the cafeteria on Oct.
12
Check out our website linked here.

us know if you can join us by completing the form
linked here.

For free or reduced lunch, please contact Amanda
Fisher at (360)221-6808 ext 2224

South Whidbey School District | (360) 221-6100 | Email | Website
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